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AJJA’s History with the Australian Government

In August 2000 and April 2001, the Chair of the then Community Services Ministerial Council (CSMC) wrote to the Prime Minister, The Hon John Howard. One of the issues raised in the letter was the concern of CSMC Ministers that matters to do with youth justice did not come before Ministers in a national consultative and decision making forum such as CSMC and the Prime Minister was requested to consider allocating matters to do with Youth Justice to the terms of reference of a national Ministerial Council. 

Whilst it was acknowledged that there had been operating for some time a forum at officials level that convened from time to time for information sharing, Community Services Ministers felt there was a lack of national guidance and accountability to Ministers at a national level. 

At the time, youth justice matters fell across various portfolios within jurisdictions including Community Services, Attorney-Generals, Correctional Services or specific Juvenile Justice portfolios. 

In November 2002, the Prime Minister responded, indicating that the broader issue of Ministerial Council structures was under review by COAG and that no structural arrangements would be altered until the review was finished. 

In November 2002, The Chair of the then Community Services Ministers’ Advisory Council (CSMAC) wrote to the Chair of the Council Of Australian Governments (COAG) Senior Officials Committee in the Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet requesting that COAG in its review take into account the request to allocate youth justice to a Ministerial Council. 

In December 2002, The Chair of the COAG Senior Officials Committee responded stating that CSMC could proceed with the inclusion of youth justice on its agenda pending the outcome of the Ministerial Council Review. 

At its March 2003 meeting and based on COAG agreeing to the inclusion of youth justice on its agenda pending the outcome of the Ministerial Council Review, CDSMAC agreed to the following arrangements:

a) The CDSMC will include youth justice matters on its agenda as necessary and as nominated by Ministers for treatment both at meetings and on an out-of-session basis;

b) Ministers in those jurisdictions where juvenile justice is allocated outside of the Community Services portfolio will be eligible to be a member of CDSMC for inclusion in its business (meetings or out-of-session) for those meetings or components dealing with such matters; 

c)  The existing Australasian Juvenile Justice Administrators Forum (AJJA) will continue to function separate to CSMAC but as a sub-forum it would be accountable to CSMAC and report to CSMAC on request. The AJJA member may be an organisation’s CEO or a delegated representative. In these circumstances the non-community services CEOs would be eligible for an be invited to participate as a member of CSMAC;

d) The CDSMC Secretariat would service the Ministerial forum as at present with no additional administrative levy, provided that Ministers meeting on youth justice matters do so as part of the CDSMC meeting arrangements and not as a separate meeting;

e) The AJJA would arrange to provide its own secretariat and meeting support costs as at present; 

f) The above approach would be subject to consultation with the CEOs of the non-community services member organisations of the AJJA by the current Chair of the AJJA; and

g) Subject to those consultations, this approach would apply as an interim measure subject to confirmation or change once the outcomes of COAG’s mid year review (2003) of Ministerial Councils is known. 

Apart from a brief discussion by AJJA at one of its 2003 meetings, no further progress was made. In January 2006, the then Chair of the then Community and Disability Services Ministers Advisory Council (CDSMAC) wrote to Community Services departments where responsibility for youth justice fell outside of those departments requesting they liaise with the relevant department in their jurisdictions in relation to youth justice being included in the ambit of CDSMC. 

In August 2006, CDSMAC member noted the agreement of AJJA (following the AJJA meeting in May 2006) to operate as a subcommittee of CDSMAC and report to CDSMAC on an annual basis. 

In the COAGs review of Ministerial Standing Councils there was no specific reference to youth justice issues in the terms of reference for the COAG Standing Council for Law and Justice or the COAG Standing Council on Community, Housing and Disability Services. 

In August 2010 the AJJA Chair wrote to the CDSMAC Chair urging that AJJA maintain its reporting line to CDSMAC rather than Law and Justice. 

In 20011-12 a review of CDSMAC committees by Mr Jim Davidson recommended that the AJJA no longer be included in the CDSMAC Principal Committee Structure. In June 2012 however, CDSMAC became the Standing Council on Community and Disability Services Advisory Council (SCCDSAC) and SCCDSAC members agreed that the AJJA continue as a sub-group of the newly formed Children, Youth and Community Services Policy Research Working Group (CYCSPRWG). 

At its meeting on 13 December 2013, COAG decided that various Select and Standing Councils would be revoked. This decision affected the Standing Council on Community and Disability Services (SCCDS), its associated Advisory Council (SCCDSAC) and working groups, including CYCSPRWG. Future governance arrangements are still to be determined 

Correct at 4 February 2014. 
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