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RECOMMENDATIONS
1. It is recommended that AJJA members:
a) Endorse expanding the scope of this program of work to include all of the themes relevant to youth justice administrators that arose from the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse (RC CSA), which includes Child Safe Principles and Standards. 

b) Discuss how their jurisdiction meets the intent of these recommendations, or where gaps exist, discuss and share plans under consideration to address these gaps. 
PURPOSE
2. At the AJJA meeting in January 2018, Child Safe Organisational Principles and Standards was confirmed as one of the priorities for the AJJA Work Plan 2018.  All AJJA members agreed that NSW will share the lead on this project with WA and provide an updated co-paper at the face-to-face meeting in April. 
3. Since that meeting, NSW has undertaken a robust analysis of the recommendations of the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse.  Of the 409 recommendations of the report ten were directed at youth detention centres and designed to strengthen the protection of children in custody. 

4. Within that context NSW is seeking to extend the scope of this AJJA priority to include all of the youth justice themes from the RC CSA recommendations, which include: 
· child safe standards

· the physical environment of detention centres

· risk management

· staff capability

· Aboriginal cultural safety

· trauma-informed care

· therapeutic services

· complaint handling systems
· oversight. 
BACKGROUND

5. The Australian Juvenile Justice Administrators (AJJA) recognises that youth detention centres create a potential risk to the health, safety and wellbeing of children and young people.  The National AJJA Standards 2009 and the AJJA Principles of Youth Justice in Australia 2014 reflect the rights of the child however, do not provide specific detail about child safe standards or principles. 
6. The RC CSA identified ten elements that were critical to making an institution safe for children.  These elements included: 
· child participation in decisions and a culture of taking children seriously; 
· child-focused processes to respond to complaints of child sexual abuse; and 
· the continuous review and improvement of child safety standards.
7. To ensure these elements had veracity, the Royal Commission engaged the Social Policy Research Centre (SPRC) at the University of New South Wales to obtain independent feedback on the 10 elements.  The SPRC consulted with a panel of 40 Australian and international independent experts.  The expert panel agreed that the ten elements are relevant, reliable and achievable.  Given the extensive work undertaken it would be useful for AJJA to review these elements and consider the relevance in a youth justice setting. 
BUDGET IMPLICATIONS
N/A 
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